METAMORPHOSES
part; but it was not decisive. No doubt for purely
geographical reasons the position of our peninsula
was a dangerous one. But in this matter, too, my
thoughts were revolutionary. The declaration of
neutrality was the first revolutionary demonstra-
tion against the government, which, on theoretical
grounds, considered itself bound to the Central
Powers. You know all about Count Berchtold's
infringement of the treaties,"
I replied:
"If, at that time, Italy was inspired by so
profound a sense of allegiance to France, why
was it that no one remembered that at Villafranca,
in 1859, France robbed Italy of half the fruits
of victory, whereas it was Prussia which, through
the wars of 1866 and 1870 against Austria and
France respectively, first established the founda-
tions which made the unification of Italy possible."
He nodded and answered:
"What you say is perfectly true. But there were
a number of opposing moral considerations, the
invasion above all. On the other hand, at that
period, France was greatly loved, and French
propaganda could make play with democracy,
the freemasons, and other elements. More speci-
ally, the Habsburgs were detested. It was against
Austria rather than against Germany that we
came into the war. Various trends were at work,
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